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Our Trust
Howden School is part of The
Consortium Academy Trust.
As a Trust we share resources and expertise, to ensure
our young people experience inclusive learning
opportunities alongside a challenging, fun
and aspirant education. As a team, in
partnership with parents, carers and
other key stakeholders, we are
ambitious to shape positive
futures so each young person can
excel and achieve their goals in
education and beyond.
We pride ourselves on offering a
broad and balanced curriculum to all
our learners across their education
journey - this means that the subjects
available to you cover a wide range of academic and

vocational courses and lead to positive outcomes.
Choosing GCSE options can seem like an exciting but
daunting process and making the decision on which
subjects you will study needs careful thought, to
ensure you make the right choices. Your choices
will allow you to explore and develop your
interests and passions whilst refining your
skills in core subjects. Subject choices
made now will influence your post-16
pathways. Your school will provide
extensive support and guidance as you
make these choices to ensure you are
successful with your future education
and career aspirations.
Lizann Lowson
CEO The Consortium Academy Trust
www.consortiumtrust.co.uk

As a Trust we share resources and expertise, to ensure our young
people experience inclusive learning opportunities alongside a
challenging, fun and aspirant education.
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Options Evening
Dear Year 8 Student,
Options time is an important point in
your education, as it is here that you get
to choose some of the subjects that you
will study for the next three years.
We know that it can be a difﬁcult time and
can cause anxiety because there are
many questions that you might have:
Which subject is right for me? What
if I don’t know what I want to do at
all? Rest assured that we will help
you to make choices about future
learning that are right for you.
This booklet and the options process are
both designed to make this time less
worrying for you and your parents/carers. They will
help you to start making decisions about your learning
and to choose subjects that suit your aspirations, skills
and needs.

Please use all the information available to you: this
booklet; advice from teachers; your tutors and your
parents. Contact with your teachers / pastoral can be
made using the school email accounts. The contact email
address for each department and the pastoral teams can
be found on contact us page of the school website.

www.howdenschool.net
All of these people know you in some way and
may be able to suggest whether they think
a subject would suit you as a learner. You
will also have the opportunity to collect
information through our parents/carers
evening on the 15th of February,
complete taster sessions on the 1st of
March, prior to submitting initial
preference forms on 4th of March.
We hope that the information allows you to
make the right choice which will see you succeeding
over the next three years and beyond.
Mr G Cannon, Headteacher

This booklet and the options process are both designed to
make this time less worrying for you and your parents/carers.
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Introduction
The aim of this booklet is to
help parents/carers and
students understand how the
curriculum operates in Key
Stage 4 and to provide
information about the range of
courses available to individual
students.
This booklet contains a brief outline of the
curriculum and detailed descriptions from
each subject we are planning to offer.
This year the initial preference form (Options
Form) will be completed digitally. The form
will be visible within the Year 8 Team in
Microsoft Teams from the 2nd of March and
will close at midnight on the 4th of March.
A link will be provided within an
“Assignment” which can be copied into a
browser to access the form.
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Information
In Years 7 and 8, all students study the
same subjects of the National
Curriculum.
In Years 9, 10 and 11 students will prepare for external
examinations and the structure of the curriculum is
different. Students need to follow a selection of courses,
which will lead to a successful outcome. The school’s
view on this is based on each student’s attainment, effort
and aptitude. In very broad outline, there are two main
routes through the three years of Key Stage 4, but each
student’s needs are considered on an individual basis.

In Years 9, 10 and 11
students will prepare
for external
examinations and the
structure of the
curriculum is different.
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Academic
Students currently working consistently
at Progress Point 3 or higher by the end
of Year 8 should follow this
curriculum.
Many of this group of students entered the school with
above average and high scores in the Key Stage 2
National tests.
Students study the core subjects of English, Maths,
Science, RE, Computing and additional subjects, which
would usually be GCSE qualiﬁcations. These students
have the potential to achieve excellent outcomes,
provided they are committed to hard work and maximum
effort.
The government believes that schools should offer a
broad range of academic subjects to age 16 and is
promoting the English Baccalaureate. This is not a new
exam but a certiﬁcate, which will be awarded based on
good pass grades in GCSE English, Maths, Sciences, a
Language and a Humanities subject.

Academic plus Vocational or Vocational
A more mixed curriculum is suitable for a
wide range of students currently working
at Progress Point 1 or 2 by the end of the
year.
This route would allow students to keep the academic
pathways open to them in the future whilst allowing
students to experience vocational learning.
Students would study the core subjects of English, Maths,
Science, RE and Computing and additional subjects
which could be a mix of GCSE qualiﬁcations plus some
GSCE equivalent courses such as BTECs or Cambridge
National courses or entirely BTEC and Cambridge
Nationals courses.
These students can achieve excellent outcomes if they
follow advice and guidance as to which courses offer the
best chances of success. BTEC courses and Cambridge
Nationals have a different approach to testing than
traditional GCSEs, with greater emphasis on ongoing
assessment.

The core
All students follow courses in core
subjects, there is no need to select these
subjects during the option process
because they will automatically be
enrolled for these courses.
English
Mathematics
Science (including Triple Science)
Computing
Physical Education
Religious Education
For English, Maths and Science students will follow a
course of study which leads to appropriate certiﬁcation
for their ability. Higher ability students will follow
separate courses.
Compulsory elements of Careers Education and
Citizenship will be delivered over Key Stage 4. All
students undergo a period of work experience at some
time during Key Stage 4, usually during the summer term
of Year 10.
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Making Good
Choices

Commonly asked
questions

Q. What is the duration of courses at
Key Stage 4?
A. All Key Stage 4 courses that are examined will be
two-year courses.

Q. How many BTEC/Technical award
qualiﬁcations can I take?
A. We would advise that you take no more than three
BTEC/Technical award options over the three years. This
is because DfE have advised that they will not count
more than three BTEC subjects towards the Progress/
Accountability 8 models and English Baccalaureate.
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Q. How much are GCSEs, BTEC, and
Technical award qualiﬁcations worth?
A. Qualiﬁcations and grades are worth points. Both GCSE
grade 5 and a BTEC pass grade are worth 5 points. A
merit at BTEC is equivalent to a grade 6 GCSE and a
Distinction at BTEC is worth the same points as a grade
7/8 at GCSE. Colleges and universities will often ask for a
capped point score where the top 5 or 8 grades are
counted. This is why it is so important to hit at least the
target grade in each subject.

Q. Who will I do my options subjects
with?
A. Options subjects will be taught in individual year
groups; therefore, all lessons will only include students
studying in the same academic year.
It is important that students do the following:
• think carefully about their preferences and the reasons
for their choices
• discuss their subject preferences with their
parents/carers, specialist subject teachers and form
tutor
• consider their strengths and interests
• think about where their choice of courses will lead
post-16 and beyond

• have high aspirations about what they want to do in
the future
• think about where they want to end up in ﬁve or even
ten years’ time. What do they picture themselves doing?
What industry or sector appeals to them most? Which
job can they see themself in? Once they’ve worked this
out, research as much as possible about the types of
qualiﬁcations and skills needed to get there
It is important that students do not do the following:
• pick a subject or option because it is the same as what
their friends are doing
• pick a subject because they think it will be easy
• pick subjects that are very similar, i.e. GCSE PE and OCR
Sports Studies being a good example
• pick a subject or option just because they like the
teacher
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Keeping Parents/
Carers Informed
Subject teachers continually
monitor students’ progress.
You will be sent interim progress reports on a regular
basis, currently twice a year. There will also be Parent
Carer’s Evenings when you can talk directly to subject
teachers.

The National Qualiﬁcations
Framework and Assessment
The National Qualiﬁcations Framework (NQF) sets out
the levels against which a qualiﬁcation is recognised in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Qualiﬁcations are
described by these levels. The qualiﬁcations described in
this booklet equate to Levels 1 and 2. In general, a Level
1 qualiﬁcation is equivalent to a GCSE at grades 4 to 1
and a Level 2 qualiﬁcation is equivalent to a GCSE at
grades 9 to 5.
Grades are awarded in recognition of positive
achievement and all subject speciﬁcations have to meet
agreed national criteria. Marks are also awarded for good
spelling and presentation skills.
Most speciﬁcations involve an element of
Non-Examination Assessments (NEA) in combination
with some form of external examination; students need
to be able to organise their time and resources and use
homework effectively to support the work done in school.
The role of parents/carers is crucial in ensuring a
positive outcome for the student, particularly in ensuring
that students attend school regularly and complete work
outside school, including coursework.
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Timetable
After the 4th of March you will not hear
anything from the school about the
Option until the summer term.
The Options process is complex and time consuming, if
we encounter a problem, we will notify you directly by
telephone.

In the summer term before the summer break we will
write to each student to conﬁrm their options for the
following year.
At any stage during the process, if students or parents/carers have any concerns, they should contact:
• Mr Harris, Deputy Headteacher
• Mrs Robert, Key Stage 3 Learning Manager

February

February

Assemblies for students:
general and subject
speciﬁc information

Year 9 Options
Information Evening
for parents/carers

March

March

07

15

01

04

Taster sessions:
Class materials in
Year 8 Team

Initial preference forms
returned via Microsoft
Forms
11

Core
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English Language &
English Literature
Course Content
GCSE English and English Literature are essential
qualiﬁcations required by employers,
apprenticeship providers, and further and higher
education establishments.
You will learn to improve your reading and writing skills,
as well as developing analytical skills and exploring your
own personal response to texts.
The English Language curriculum includes reading and
analysing a range of ﬁction and non-ﬁction texts, and
writing in a range of styles and formats. In English
Literature, you will study a Shakespearean play; a range
of poetry from an anthology; a piece of post-1914 drama,
and a prose text from the 19th Century.
You will develop the following skills throughout the
course: how to write for different purposes and
audiences; how to interpret texts and make effective use
of quotations; how to explore and compare texts; how to
analyse media and spoken language texts, and how to
communicate effectively in a range of situations.

For further details see:
Mrs S Holliday

Assessment
Both the Language and the Literature courses are
externally examined at the end of the two-year
courses.
There are two examinations for the English GCSE and
two examination papers for English Literature. To
prepare you for this style of assessment, we have regular
mini-assessments and full mock exams at key points
during the academic year.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Teacher
• Social Media Manager
• Writer
• Marketing
• Publishing
• Advertising

You will learn to improve your reading and writing skills,
as well as developing analytical skills and exploring
your own personal response to texts.
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Mathematics
Course Content
GCSE Mathematics is a qualiﬁcation that is required
by most employers and is usually required for entry
to further or higher education.
To be successful in mathematics, you need to be able to
think logically and work with accuracy and precision.
Studying GCSE Mathematics will help you develop or
improve these skills, allowing you to apply them to your
studies and in the wider world. There are opportunities
to develop problem solving techniques and basic skills
that can be applied to further study in a range of
disciplines, in the workplace and to deal with situations
in everyday life.

Assessment

The curriculum includes: number, algebra, ratio and
proportion, geometry and measures, and probability and
statistics.

Higher level GCSE examinations will have a grade range
from 4 to 9 and Foundation level examinations will have
a grade range of 1 to 5.

The following skills will be gained throughout the
course: numeracy, logical thinking, problem-solving
techniques, how to apply your mathematics to real life
situations, resilience and independence, and how to work
collaboratively.

Possible careers and opportunities

The course is assessed by three written
examinations at the end of Year 11, one of which is
a non-calculator paper.
The most able students will have the chance to study for
a Level 2 Certiﬁcate in Further Mathematics, a course
which extends beyond the standard GCSE mathematics
course.

• Accountancy
• Engineering
• Financial Services
• Research
• Data scientist
• Teacher

For further details see:
Mr N Issatt

Studying GCSE Mathematics will help you develop or
improve these skills, allowing you to apply them to your
studies and in the wider world.
14 | www.howdenschool.net

Physical Education
Course Content
The course reﬂects a range of sporting activities
that can encourage young people to actively pursue
an interest in physical activity and lead a healthy
lifestyle beyond school.
It includes traditional team sports such as football,
netball, rugby and rounders, and activities such as
trampolining, boxercise, volleyball, Zumba, HITT and the
ﬁtness suite.
All students currently take part in two hours of core
Physical Education per week; this is in addition to any
option subject they may choose.
Students are expected to wear clothing suitable for the
activity as described in the school guidelines regarding
PE kits.

For further details see:
Mr G Hughes

Possible careers and opportunities
• Teacher
• Personal Trainer
• Sports Therapist
• Physiotherapist
• Exercise Physiologist
• Sport and Exercise Psychologist
• Sports Coach
• Professional Sports Person

All students currently take part in two hours of core Physical Education
per week; this is in addition to any option subject they may choose.
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Religious Studies
Course Content
Religious Studies encourages students to learn
from different religions, beliefs, values and
traditions, while exploring their own beliefs and
questions of meaning.
It challenges students to reﬂect on, consider, analyse,
interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and
ethics and to communicate their responses.
Religious Studies encourages students to develop their
sense of identity and belonging. It enables them to
ﬂourish individually within their communities and as
citizens in a diverse society and global community.
Religious Studies has an important role in preparing
students for adult life, employment and lifelong learning.
It enables students to develop respect for and sensitivity
to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are
different from their own. It promotes a questioning,
curious attitude and enables students to spot and
combat prejudice.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Barrister
• Teacher
• Chaplain
• Health Service Manager
• Psychotherapist
• Recruitment
• Armed Forces

Assessment
Paper 1 - Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of
exam - taken at the end of Year 10) Religion, Peace and
Conﬂict through Christianity. This will cover the
following modules:
Module 1. Christian Beliefs
Module 2. Crime and Punishment
Module 3. Living the Christian Life
Module 4. Peace and Conﬂict
Paper 2 - Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of
exam - taken at the end of Year 10) Religion and Ethics
through Islam. This will cover the following modules:
Module 1. Muslim Beliefs
Module 2. Marriage and the Family
Module 3. Living the Muslim Life
Module 4. Matters of Life and Death

For further details see:
Dr K Mackay Roberts

Religious Studies has an important role in preparing students for adult
life, employment and lifelong learning. It enables students to develop
respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths
and beliefs are different from their own.
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Science - Combined
Course Content
Most students will take this course.
Combined Science Trilogy is a double award, meaning
students will leave school with two Science GCSEs. The
course is an equal balance of topics across the areas of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This qualiﬁcation
provides an excellent breadth of skills and
understanding applicable to many career paths beyond
school. Combined Science Trilogy is also suitable for
students considering studying Sciences at A Level.
Year 10 Biology Topics - B1: Cell biology
B2: Organisation B3: Infection and response
B4: Bioenergetics
Year 10 Chemistry Topics - C1: Atomic structure and
Periodic Table C2: Bonding, structure and properties
C3: Quantitative chemistry C4: Chemical changes
C5: Energy changes
Year 10 Physics Topics - P1: Energy P2: Electricity
P3: Particle model of matter P4: Atomic structure
Year 11 Biology Topics - B5: Homeostasis and response
B6: Inheritance, variation and evolution B7: Ecology
Year 11 Chemistry Topics - C6: The rate and extent of
chemical change C7: Organic chemistry
C8: Chemical analysis C9: Chemistry of the atmosphere
C10: Using resources

Assessment
The course is assessed at the end of Year 11.
Students take six equally weighted exams, each lasting 1
hour and 45 minutes. There is no coursework in Science,
but the exam papers will ask questions relating to
several required practical activities that students will
undertake over the duration of their course.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Teacher
• Forensic Scientist
• Veterinarian
• Medical Doctor
• Environmental Scientist
• Research Scientist

For further details see:
Mrs R Adams

Year 11 Physics Topics - P5: Forces P6: Waves
P7: Magnetism and electromagnetism

Combined Science Trilogy is a double award, meaning students will
leave school with two Science GCSEs. The course is an equal balance of
topics across the areas of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
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Science - Biology,
Chemistry and Physics
Course Content

Assessment

This course is ideal for students with ambitions to
follow a specialist Science based career, for
example medicine, engineering or veterinary
studies.

The course is assessed at the end of Year 11.

This course will lead to three separate GCSEs (Biology,
Chemistry and Physics). Students who follow the Triple
Science course will complete the same topics covered in
Combined Science but in much greater depth. There is
also an additional unit of study in Physics.
The course requires your Science Key Stage 3 to be at
PP3+ or above.
Year 10 Biology Topics - B1: Cell biology B2: Organisation
B3: Infection and response B4: Bioenergetics
Year 10 Chemistry Topics - C1: Atomic structure and
Periodic Table C2: Bonding, structure and properties
C3: Quantitative chemistry C4: Chemical changes
C5: Energy changes

Students take six equally weighted exams, each lasting 1
hour and 45 minutes. There is no coursework in Science,
but the exam papers will ask questions relating to
several required practical activities that students will
undertake over the duration of their course.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Teacher
• Forensic Scientist
• Research Scientist
• Architect
• Software Engineer
• Electric Engineer
• Biotechnologist
• Microbiologist
• Conservation Ofﬁcer
• Physiotherapist

Year 10 Physics Topics - P1: Energy P2: Electricity
P3: Particle model of matter P4: Atomic structure
Year 11 Biology Topics - B5: Homeostasis and response
B6: Inheritance, variation and evolution B7: Ecology
Year 11 Chemistry Topics - C6: The rate and extent of
chemical change C7: Organic chemistry
C8: Chemical analysis C9: Chemistry of the atmosphere
C10: Using resources
Year 11 Physics Topics - P5: Forces P6: Waves
P7: Magnetism and electromagnetism
P8: Space Physics
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For further details see:
Mrs R Adams

This course is ideal for
students with ambitions to
follow a specialist Science
based career, for example
medicine, engineering or
veterinary studies.

Options
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Art
(Art and Design)
Course Content
Throughout GCSE Art and Design, you will explore a
variety of approaches to investigate artists, explore
ideas, and produce artwork responding to various
cultures and contexts.
You will work on a number of projects developing skills
in drawing, painting, printmaking and photography.
A GCSE Art student will be expected to: work to
deadlines and have high expectations, carry out regular
extended work and homework outside lessons, be fully
dedicated showing an enthusiasm for the subject, have a
strong knowledge and skill of drawing and painting, be
open-minded to new ideas, materials and techniques,
persevere to follow a piece of work through to
completion, follow all advice and guidance given by staff
as they are your examiner, look at the work of other
artists and make practical and written responses.

Possible careers and opportunities
College: A Level Art & Design (Fine Art),
Photography, Textiles), A Level Graphic Design,
Vocational Art & Design courses and Foundation
Diploma in Art & Design.
University: BA Hons in Art & Design, Fine Art,
Illustration, Architecture, Graphic Design,
Photography, Ceramics, Textiles Design and Fashion
Design.
Careers: Artist, Illustrator, Graphic designer,
Photographer, Interior Designer, Architect, Art therapist,
Fashion Designer, Stylist, Visual Merchandiser, Museum
Curator, Printmaker and Sign Writer.
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Assessment
Unit 1: Portfolio Coursework: This is worth 60% of your
overall result.
This will consist of more than one project/theme. You
will begin working on your portfolio from the beginning
of the course and every piece of work counts towards the
ﬁnal grade.
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment: This is worth 40% of
the overall result.
You will be given a limited number of weeks to produce
preparatory work responding to one of the starting
points set by the exam board. This unit ends with a
10-hour practical exam over 2 days. All the work
produced during this time will be marked towards the
ﬁnal grade.

For further details see:
Mrs A Aarosin

You will work on a
number of projects
developing skills in
drawing, painting,
printmaking and
photography.

Business Studies
Assessment
The course is broken down into 3 units as follows:
Unit 1 – Written examination 1 hour and 30 minutes
(40% of total award – taken at the end of Year 11)

Course Content
Business Studies is suitable for all students, no
matter their current knowledge.
You might have an interest and want to start your own
business one day. You may have an enquiring mind and
be interested in learning about the world around you.
How businesses are set up and what it is that makes
someone a great entrepreneur.
The Cambridge National Level 1 / 2 in Enterprise and
Marketing provides a sturdy base for progression to
further education to complete the Level 3 Cambridge
Technical or an A Level in Business.
The business curriculum consists of: Marketing, Finance,
Product development, External factors, Customer
service, Business ownership, Business planning.

Unit 2 & 3 Coursework (2x 30% of total award –
completed in Year 9 and 10) Students are graded
internally and coursework is moderated externally.
Students will be graded Level 1 Pass, Merit or Distinction
or Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.
Unit 2 (Coursework 30%) Students will create and cost a
business proposal. Students will undertake market
research, present data and costing.
Unit 3 (Coursework 30%) Students will prepare and pitch
their own business proposal that they did in Unit 2.
Develop brand identity, promotion and pitch their
product.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Business Advisor
• Business Development
• Investment Banker
• Project Manager
• Financial Advisor
• Entrepreneur

For further details see:
Mrs S Hudson

You might have an interest and want to start your own business one
day. You may have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning
about the world around you.
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Computer Science
Course Content
This exciting GCSE gives you an excellent
opportunity to investigate how computers work and
how they are used, and to develop computer
programming and problem-solving skills.
You will also do some fascinating in-depth research and
practical work. For example, some of the current
investigations look at JavaScript, encryption and
assembly language programming.
The course will help you learn about critical thinking,
analysis and problem solving. We hope you will ﬁnd it a
fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which
can also be transferred to other subjects and even
applied in day-to-day life.
The computer systems and programming unit will teach
you the theory about a wide range of issues such as
hardware and software, the representation of data in
computer systems, databases, computer communications
and networking, programming and more. The practical
investigation is all about engaging with computing in
the real world. You will look at a computing topic in
more depth and carry out a practical investigation into a
computing issue. The programming project will call on
you to design code and test a solution to three tasks
using a suitable programming language.

Assessment
Paper 1: Written Exam, 80 Marks and worth 40% of GCSE
Paper 2: Written Exam, 80 Marks and worth 40% of GCSE
Practical Coding: Coursework, 80 Marks, lasting 20 Hours
and worth 20% of GCSE

Possible careers and opportunities
• Web Designer/Developer
• Game Designer/Developer
• Digital Marketing
• Programmer
• Software Engineer
• Cyber Security

For further details see:
Mr L Marshall

This exciting GCSE gives you an excellent opportunity to investigate
how computers work and how they are used, and to develop computer
programming and problem-solving skills.
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Creative
Digital Media Production
Course Content
The BTEC Tech Award in Creative Digital Media
Production is the equivalent to 1 GCSE grade A* - C.
The course is suitable for students with a keen interest
in all aspects of the media and who might be
considering that as a career pathway, as well as for
students who are creative and analytical.
You must be prepared to be a highly organised,
independent, committed and enthusiastic learner with
competent ICT skills. You will also be expected to work
frequently in groups. Students with a secure Level 5 or
above in English are best suited to this course along
with students who have their own computer and can
complete coursework from home.
You will learn: Research skills, media terminology, media
theories, a variety of writing skills, how to plan, make and
edit a short ﬁlm; pre-production, production and
post-production skills; evaluation skills.

For further details see:
Mr D Campbell

Assessment
Students are assessed internally at Level 1 Pass,
Merit or Distinction level or Level 2 Pass, Merit or
Distinction for each unit completed.
Component 1: Exploring Media Products
Component 2: Developing Digital Media Production
Skills Component 3: Create a Media Product in Response
to a Set Brief
Component 3: is externally assessed by an examiner who
will mark their ﬁnal product and folder for this unit.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Advertising Copy Writer
• Journalist
• Social Media Manager
• Blogger
• Primary School Teacher

The course is suitable for students with a keen interest in all aspects
of the media who might be considering that as a career pathway, as
well as for students who are creative and analytical.
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Design and Technology
Course Content
The Design and Technology GCSE focuses on
developing practical skills within a particular
material area, allowing students to manufacture
high quality outcomes.
They will learn about commercial processes and
careers in related industries, as well as developing
core transferable skills, such as collaboration and
communication.

Assessment

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to
participate conﬁdently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world. Students will gain
awareness and learn from wider inﬂuences on Design
and Technology including historical, social, cultural,
environmental, and economic factors. Students will get
the opportunity to work creatively when designing and
making and will apply technical and practical expertise.
Our GCSE allows students to study core technical and
designing and making principles, including a broad
range of design processes, materials techniques and
equipment

Possible careers and opportunities

The Design and Technology GCSE is assessed
through a 50% designing and making Non
examination Assessment, and 50% for a 2 hour
written examination paper, which covers the core
technical principles of the subject.

• Product Designer
• Architect
• Software Engineer
• Civil Engineer
• Carpenter

The Design and Technology curriculum includes:
• designing and making principles
• how to develop a speciﬁcation for a product
• how to analyse existing products
• how to generate a range of design proposals
• how to research ideas
• product development and planning
• scales of production
• industrial methods of design and manufacture
• how to select materials and components
• materials management
• working with tools and equipment
• how to evaluate products and suggest
improvements
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For further details see:
Mrs C Harvey

The Design and
Technology GCSE focuses on
developing practical skills
within a particular material
area, allowing students to
manufacture high quality
outcomes.

Drama

For further details see:
Mrs C Murray

Course Content
In Component 1: Understanding Drama, you will develop
your knowledge and understanding of drama and
theatre. Study one set play in preparation for a written
exam, and learn how to analyse and evaluate the work of
professional theatre makers.
In Component 2: Devising Drama, you will learn to create
and develop ideas to communicate meaning in a devised
theatrical performance. Work as a performer or designer
to realise an original piece of theatre.
In Component 3: Texts in Practice, you will learn how to
contribute to text-based drama in a live theatre context
for an audience. Work as a performer or designer to
create two performances from a choice of plays.
Our aim is to encourage students to become conﬁdent
performers and designers with an excellent knowledge
and understanding of the theatre making process.
Students will explore some well-known plays, become
familiar with the work of a variety of theatre
practitioners and see a range of professional theatre
performances.
Students learn to collaborate with others, think
analytically and evaluate effectively. They gain
conﬁdence to pursue and present their own ideas, reﬂect,
and reﬁne their efforts. Whatever the future holds,
students of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit of
transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and
in the workplace within any ﬁeld.

Assessment
Component 1 is externally assessed and is a Written
exam (1 hour 45 minutes) worth 40% of the GCSE
qualiﬁcation.
Component 2 is internally assessed and is a Presentation
of performance/designs and the Devising log worth 40%
of the GCSE qualiﬁcation.
Component 3 is externally assessed and is a
Presentation of performance/designs and the Devising
log worth 20% of the GCSE qualiﬁcation.

Possible careers and opportunities
This course will prepare students for further study of
Drama. Students will gain subject speciﬁc knowledge
and performance skills which would allow them to study
AS and A Level Theatre Studies or a Performing Arts
BTEC. This may lead to students entering higher
education to specialise in areas such as acting, applied
theatre, musical theatre, lighting design, stage
management, and technical theatre at a university or
Drama School, ultimately giving them the opportunity to
pursue a career in the arts.

Our aim is to encourage students to become conﬁdent performers and
designers with an excellent knowledge and understanding of the
theatre making process.
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Food Preparation
& Nutrition

Course Content
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an ideal
course for students who enjoy cooking and also are
interested to learn more about the nutritional and
chemical properties of food.
This three-unit speciﬁcation requires students to
develop their application of knowledge and
understanding when developing ideas, planning,
producing products and evaluating them.

Assessment
This course has 50% Non-Examination Assessment
and 50% in one single examination paper of 1 hour
45 minutes duration.
Single examination paper 1hr 45 minutes duration:
• Section A (20 marks) Multiple Choice Questions –
structured to reﬂect the sections of the speciﬁcation.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Dietician
• Head Chef
• Food Scientist
• Nutritionist
• Personal Trainer
• Quality Assurance Ofﬁcer
• Procurement Manager
• Food Journalist/Critic

• Section B (80 marks) – 5 questions varying in styles of
approach and content.
Non-Examination Assessment comprises of two tasks:
• The Food Investigation (15%) Recommended time 10
hours
• The Food Preparation Assessment (35%) Recommended
time 20 hours (including 3-hour practical exam period

For further details see:
Mrs D Morris

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an ideal course for students
who enjoy cooking and also are interested to learn more about the
nutritional and chemical properties of food.
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French

Course Content
Studying a foreign language helps you to
communicate in the rapidly shrinking world and
enables you to learn more about your own
language.
The knowledge of a European language in a post-Brexit
world is likely to be even more desirable and useful in
business. Once you have learned one foreign language,
acquiring a second or a third when you are older is much
easier. Knowledge of a foreign language also means you
get more out of travel experiences as well as learning
about other cultures. For some careers and courses in
Higher Education, a foreign language is essential.
Learning a language does require a level of dedication.
The curriculum includes:
• identity and culture
• local, national, international and global areas of
interest
• current and future study and employment.

For further details see:
Miss V Brownlee

Français
Assessment
You will take 4 ﬁnal examinations in each skill at
the end of the course, which are each worth 25% of
the ﬁnal grade.
• Listening Paper
• Speaking Paper
• Reading Paper
• Writing Paper
Entry is available at either Foundation or Higher level. At
Higher level (75-minute examination), there will be a
90-words text and an open-ended task of about 150
words. In addition, you will translate from English into
French.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Interpreter
• Political Risk Analyst
• Languages Teacher
• Translator
• Diplomatic Service Ofﬁcer
• Tour Manager

Studying a foreign language helps you to communicate in the
rapidly shrinking world and enables you to learn more about your
own language.
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Geography
Course Content
Are you interested in the world around you?
Do you want to be able to make informed decisions
about where to work, where to live and where to go on
holiday? Are you concerned about the environment? Do
you want to develop skills you will ﬁnd useful long after
you have left school? There has never been a better time
to study Geography.
The curriculum includes diverse topics from both
Human Geography and Physical Geography. The content
is engaging and topical with a stimulating blend of
traditional and contemporary Geography. You will learn
how to collect and interpret data gained through
ﬁeldwork, how to make decisions and solve problems.
You will have the opportunity to go on two ﬁeld trips.
These change each year and have previously included
coastal visits to Hornsea and an urban study of the city
of York.

Assessment
Paper 1: The Physical Environment 37.5% of GCSE
Paper 1: The Human Environment 37.5% of GCSE

Possible careers and opportunities
• Environmental Consultant
• Surveyor
• Volcanologist
• Surveyor
• Environmental Engineer
• Market Researcher
• Cartographer
• GIS Specialist
• Landscape Architect
• Town Planner
• Analyst
• Weather Forecaster
• NASA Researcher

Paper 3: Geographical Investigations 25% of GCSE

For further details see:
Mr A Mason

The curriculum includes diverse topics from both Human Geography
and Physical Geography. The content is engaging and topical with a
stimulating blend of traditional and contemporary Geography.
28 | www.howdenschool.net

Health and Social Care
Course Content
This course is suitable for students with a keen
interest in personal development, social care, and
the different needs of individuals throughout all
life stages.
The qualiﬁcation is modular and is split into three
components.
In Component 1, Human Lifespan Development, you will
learn about human growth and development across life
stages and the factors that affect it whilst investigating
how individuals deal with life events.
In Component 2, Health and Social Care Services and
Values, you will learn about the different types of health
and social care services and barriers to accessing them.
You will demonstrate care values and review own
practice.
In Component 3, Health and Well-being, you will learn
about the factors that affect health and wellbeing, learn
about health indicators and be able to interpret them,
design a person-centred health and well-being
improvement plan, learn how to overcome obstacles
relating to health and well-being improvement plans.

For further details see:
Miss C Scott

Assessment
Component 1: Internally assessed through completing
different assessment tasks.
Component 2: Internally assessed through completing
different assessment tasks.
Component 3: This component is externally assessed
through completing a task set by the exam board under
exam conditions.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Nurse
• Social Worker
• Counsellor
• Occupational Therapist
• Physiotherapist
• Personal Trainer
• Child Care Assistant

This course is suitable for students with a keen interest in personal
development, social care, and the different needs of individuals
throughout all life stages.
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History
Course Content
History allows students to contextualise the world
we live in. It also helps them to ask questions
properly and to express their opinions.
History is a well-respected discipline. History encourages
students to infer information from sources and to recall
facts. It demands strong written expression and the
ability to look at different points of view.
Are you… Curious about the past and interested in how
people lived? Keen to develop your writing, research, and
analytical skills? Willing to share and debate your ideas?
Most of all, do you enjoy History? Then History is for you!

Possible careers and opportunities
• Archaeologist
• Paleontology
• Teacher
• Conservation Ofﬁcer
• Journalist
• Solicitor

Assessment
You will take 3 equally weighted written exams.
Paper 1: Thematic Study And Historic Environment
Content overview Medicine in Britain, c1250-present and
The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries,
treatment, and the trenches.
Paper 2: Period Study and British In-depth Study
Content overview Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88
Superpower relations and Cold War, 1941-91.
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study
Content overview the USA, 1954-75: conﬂict at home
and abroad.

For further details see:
Mrs S Issatt

Are you… Curious about the past and interested in how people lived?
Keen to develop your writing, research, and analytical skills? Willing to
share and debate your ideas? Most of all, do you enjoy History?
Then History is for you!
30 | www.howdenschool.net

ICT
Assessment
Written Paper: Written Exam 1hr 45mins 50% of GCSE
Coursework: Completed in lesson time for approximately
20 hrs. This is worth 50% of the GCSE qualiﬁcation.

Possible careers and opportunities
Course Content
We are in a digital era, where everything is online.
It is essential to have good ICT skills when you leave
school to ensure you can meet the demands of the
professional world. It is a requirement on job
applications that an applicant must have good ICT skills.
If you believe this will apply to your career, this could be
the course for you.

• IT Consultant
• Cyber Security Specialist
• Web Developer
• Data Analyst
• Data Scientist
• Computer Forensic Analyst

Using real life examples from smart watches and music
apps to cyber security and fake news, students will be
taken on a journey of discovery on how information
technologies are applied, and revealing to them the
extent to which digital footprints affect their everyday
lives.

For further details see:
Mr L Marshall

It is essential to have good ICT skills when you leave school to
ensure you can meet the demands of the professional world.
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Music
Course Content

Assessment

It is strongly advised that students wanting to study
GCSE Music have additional instrument lessons
with a music tutor.

Component 1: Performing - 30% of qualiﬁcation

The school offer instrument lessons through the East
Riding Schools Music Service and DJ lessons through the
Noise Academy.
The GCSE in Music offers a broad and coherent course of
study which encourages learners to:
• develop performing skills individually and in groups
• develop composing skills to organise musical ideas
and make use of appropriate resources
• broaden musical experience and interests, develop
imagination and foster creativity
• develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles,
and approaches to performing and composing
• recognise contrasting genres, styles, and traditions of
music, and develop some awareness of musical
chronology
• engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of
music, to promote personal, social, intellectual and
cultural development

Possible careers and opportunities
• Musician
• Conductor
• Composer
• DJ
• Music Producer
• Music Therapist
• Music Teacher

Students choose an instrument to perform on or sing
across a minimum of two pieces, one of which must be
an ensemble performance of at least one-minute
duration.
Component 2: Composing - 30% of qualiﬁcation
Total duration of 2 compositions: 3-6 minutes. Internally
assessed, externally moderated .
Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a
brief set by the exam board. Learners will choose one
brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a different
area of study. The second composition is a free
composition for which learners set their own brief.
Component 3: Appraising - 40% of qualiﬁcation
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (approximately)
This component is assessed via a listening examination.
Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas of
study.
AoS 1: Musical Forms and Devices
AoS 2: Music for Ensemble
AoS 3: Film Music
AoS 4: Popular Music Two of the eight questions are
based on extracts set by the exam board.

For further details see:
Mr S Steels

It is strongly advised that students wanting to study GCSE Music
have additional instrument lessons with a music tutor.
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Performing Arts
Assessment
Unit 1: Performing – students can choose to perform on
a chosen instrument (including DJing), sing, perform a
drama performance or a musical theatre performance.

Course Content
This course is aimed at students who are interested
in a vocational award comprising in any Performing
Arts discipline, or a mixture of all disciplines.
Students studying this course have the ﬂexibility to
choose to partake in a course comprising of:
• A mixture of music, drama, musical theatre or music
technology (including DJing)
OR
• Purely musical components
• Purely drama components
• Purely musical theatre components
Our Vocational Award in Performing Arts will develop
students’ knowledge and understanding of the
performing arts sector and provide them with
opportunities to develop associated practical skills. It
covers performing, creating and performance arts in
practice.

Unit 2: Creating – devised drama, choreography,
composition (writing music), composition using
technology (including DJing).
Unit 3: Performing Arts in practise – an assignment will
be provided by the exam board which will include a
real-life scenario and several tasks.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Actor/Actress
• Director
• Script Writer
• Drama/Music Therapist
• Teacher
• Musician
• Musical Theatre/Music Technician
• Conductor
• Composer
• DJ
• Music Producer
• Music Therapist
• Music Teacher

For further details see:
Mr S Steels

Our Vocational Award in Performing Arts will develop students’
knowledge and understanding of the performing arts sector and
provide them with opportunities to develop associated practical skills.
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Physical Education
Course Content
It is important to note that the GCSE PE
speciﬁcation has changed with a higher percentage
now focused on the theory element of the course.
This course will suit students who are capable sport
performers, and students who compete in sports both
inside and outside of school. Students will cover a range
of topics such as the make-up of the human body, how to
train effectively, sports psychology and sports nutrition.
Students are assessed in numerous ways in GCSE PE.
Their progress will be measured on their practical ability
within multiple sports throughout the course, their
evaluation skills as they produce coursework in Year 10
and ﬁnally their ability to retain and apply knowledge
when sitting two exams in Year 11.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Personal Trainer
• Sports Therapist
• Physiotherapist
• Exercise Physiologist
• Sport and Exercise Psychologist
• Sports Coach
• Professional Sports Person
• PE Teacher
• Sports Nutritionist

Assessment
• 30% Applied Anatomy and Physiology (1-hour exam)
• 30% Sociocultural Inﬂuences (1-hour exam)
• 30% 3 Practical Performances (1 individual sport + 1
team sport + 1 of either)
• 10% Written coursework

For further details see:
Mr G Hughes

Students will cover a range of topics such as the make-up
of the human body, how to train effectively, sports psychology
and sports nutrition.
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Spanish

Español
Course Content
Once you have learned one foreign language,
acquiring a second or a third is much easier.
However, due to it being a fast-track three-year course,
the Spanish GCSE is only suited to the most able
(achieving a minimum of a grade 3 in ALL skills at the
end of Year 8) AND who have an excellent record of
accomplishment relating to attitude to learning and
homework.
Learning a new language is rewarding and fun but
requires dedication and motivation. Studying a foreign
language helps you to communicate in the rapidly
shrinking world and enables you to learn more about
your own language.
The knowledge of a European language in a post-Brexit
world is likely to be even more desirable and useful in
business. Knowledge of a foreign language also means
you get more out of travel experiences as well as
learning about other cultures. For some careers and
courses in Higher Education, a foreign language is
essential.

Assessment
You will take ﬁnal examinations in each skill at the
end of the course, which are each worth 25% of the
ﬁnal grade.
• Listening Paper
• Speaking Paper
• Reading Paper
• Writing Paper
Entry is available at either Foundation or Higher level.
At Higher level (75-minute examination), there will be a
90-words text and an open-ended task of about 150
words. In addition, you will translate from English into
Spanish.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Translator
• Tourism
• Teacher
• Broadcast Journalist
• International Aid Worker
• Entrepreneur

For further details see:
Miss V Brownlee

Learning a new language is rewarding and fun but requires
dedication and motivation. Studying a foreign language helps
you to communicate in the rapidly shrinking world and enables
you to learn more about your own language.
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Sports Studies
Course Content
An OCR Cambridge National in Sports Studies is for
students with a genuine interest in sport and for
those who wish to advance their level of skill,
knowledge and understanding.
Sport Studies enables students to develop and apply
their knowledge of sports-related activities, with a
particular focus on performance, leadership, and the
media in sport. They explore contemporary issues in
sport, different ways of being involved in the sports
industry, and the impact of sport on wider society. It is a
nationally recognised vocational qualiﬁcation and offers
the same size, rigour, and performance points as GCSEs.
Within the Sports Studies qualiﬁcation, students will
develop their own performance and how to effectively
lead others as well as gain knowledge about the
national sports context–excellent preparation for roles
such as sport development or sport leadership.

Assessment

The course is assessed using ongoing coursework
primarily.
Students will be assessed in the following units:

Possible careers and opportunities

Contemporary Issues in Sport: 1 Hour Exam in Year 11

• Sports Coach
• PE Teacher
• Personal Trainer
• Professional Sports Person
• Sports Ofﬁcial
• Sports Journalist
• Sports Development Ofﬁcer

Sport and the Media: Written Assignments
Performance and Leadership: Practical Assessment and
Written Assignments

For further details see:
Mr S Hopkin

Sport Studies enables students to develop and apply their knowledge
of sports-related activities, with a particular focus on performance,
leadership, and the media in sport.
36 | www.howdenschool.net

Textile Design
(Art and Design)
Course Content
Textiles Design is an ideal subject for any students
who enjoy hands on, creative subjects and learning
new skills.
It is the creation of designs and products for woven,
knitted, stitched, printed or decorative textiles that might
have a functional or non-functional purpose. The areas
of study in this course are wide and varied, ensuring all
interests are catered for.
The curriculum includes:
• art textiles
• fashion design and illustration
• costume design
• constructed textiles
• printed and dyed textiles
• surface pattern
• stitched and/or embellished textiles
• soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors
• digital textiles
• installed textiles

For further details see:
Mrs D Morris

Assessment
Component 1: Portfolio 60%
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the
four assessment objectives. It must include a sustained
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement
to the realisation of intentions and a selection of further
work undertaken during the student’s course of study.
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40%
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an
externally set assignment paper relating to their subject
title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment
objectives.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Fashion Designer
• Graphic Designer
• Retail/Fashion Industry
• Interior Designer
• Costume Designer (Production/Media)
• Merchandising

Textiles Design is an ideal subject for any students who enjoy
hands on, creative subjects and learning new skills.
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Three-dimensional
Design (Art and Design)
Course Content
Three-dimensional design is deﬁned as the design,
prototyping, and modelling or making of primarily
functional and aesthetic products, objects, and
environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative,
and practical skills.
The Three-dimensional Design curriculum includes:
• architectural design
• sculpture
• ceramics
• product design
• jewellery and body adornment
• interior design
• environmental/landscape/garden design
• exhibition design
• 3D digital design
• designs for theatre
• ﬁlm and television.

Possible careers and opportunities
• Animator
• Graphic Designer
• 3D Printer
• 3D Game Developer
• Web Designer

Assessment
Component 1: Portfolio 60%
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the
four assessment objectives. It must include a sustained
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement
to the realisation of intentions and a selection of further
work undertaken during the student’s course of study
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40%
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an
externally set assignment paper relating to their subject
title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment
objectives

For further details see:
Mrs C Harvey

Three-dimensional design is deﬁned as the design, prototyping,
and modelling or making of primarily functional and aesthetic
products, objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectual,
creative, and practical skills.
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